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FOREWORD 
 

The 44th annual number of the John Clare Society Journal is the seventeenth edited 
by Simon Kövesi, outlasting my own sixteen numbers as editor – for the last eight 
of which, in any case, Simon was assistant editor. So his imprint is on 25 years of 
the Clare Journal, a very impressive record indeed, and one that continues to 
develop. During these years the Journal has blossomed, becoming a leading one-
name periodical in the study of Romanticism, and indeed in the wider fields of 
poetry, ecology and regional studies. The Journal has two overlapping tasks. 
Funded as it is by John Clare Society members’ subscriptions and Society sales, it 
must offer a rich and accessible variety of materials to the members. At the same 
time, as the central repository of Clare studies, it must adhere to the highest 
standards of academic writing and research, with careful selection and refereeing 
of material, and a keen awareness of the changing critical debates around Clare as 
well as the issues that continue to resonate in the study of his life and work. It has 
managed these two tasks especially well in recent years, a far from easy task, 
especially given the swingeing cutbacks in university English and the Humanities 
in recent years. Working through the present index annually to add the new 
entries, I am always surprised to notice just how much good material, both critical 
and creative, has been gathered in over the years. It is also beautifully designed 
and illustrated, each annual number delighting one with its presentation just as 
much as its content. 

In an editorial in the tenth number of the Journal (1991) the then editor, Kelsey 
Thornton, felt that we could ‘look back with some pride at the consistency and 
level of achievement’ of its first decade. Ten years on in 2001, I noted that Clare 
was now ‘more firmly on the literary map’ and that his poetry had ‘increasing 
power and significance in our culture.’ Again in 2011, the late Greg Crossan felt it 
was ‘gratifying to be able to affirm that Clare’s reputation has been enhanced still 
further, and that this has been due in large part to the continuing quality of the 
Journal’. If both Clare’s reputation and his annual Journal have gained strength and 
credibility, this is partly due to a general move towards the recovery of forgotten 
or neglected writers, especially those of minority or excluded groups: Clare was of 
course of humble origins, and for a long time seen as a minor figure, a ‘local’ or a 
‘nature’ poet. With the publication by Oxford University Press, Carcanet and other 
presses of virtually all of his voluminous store of writing, in popular as well as 
scholarly editions, he is now seen as a major figure, in a central relationship with 
Romanticism, and with peers like Keats and Wordsworth, and later writers such 
as Edmund Blunden, Seamus Heaney, or Ronald Blythe, as well as many living 
writers. His exact eye and precise descriptive work, his unique interaction with the 
flora and fauna he so well describes, and his chronicling of the changes in the land 
and culture wrought by enclosure, have come to seem central to the concerns and 
interests of the Anthropocene era, with all its ecological dangers. It is particularly 
significant that Clare offers an interactive, two-way view of nature, especially in 
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his middle and later work, taking nature as it were on equal terms, where nature 
looks at him as much as he looks at it. It is a quality that distinguishes him from so 
many of his contemporaries, and earlier and later writers.1 It strikes an especially 
important note in the modern era, where it is increasingly evident that treating 
nature as if it were there simply for our benefit and use, has led to a disastrous 
diminishing of the natural world, and where the relinquishing of tight human 
control over nature implicit in the ‘wilding’ movement has increasingly come to 
seem the wise way forward. 
 
The present index serves to catalogue the Journal’s 44 years of content, including 
the visual materials that are so important to its character, and which in themselves 
represent a rich variety of responses to John Clare. It is a pleasure to offer it to all 
lovers of Clare. The Journal itself is free for members of the Society, while back 
copies of the journal of five years old and earlier are freely available to all via 
Google Books. 
 

John Goodridge 
President, The John Clare Society 

 
 

  

 
1 On this topic see further Simon J White, ‘The Post-Humanist John Clare’, in John Goodridge 
and Adam Bridgen (eds), British Working Class and Radical Writing Since 1700 (London: 
University of London Press, 2025). 
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— Our Silver Jubilee, 25: 5-6 
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Carr, J. L., Summer of ’64, 6: 34-5 
Chirico, Paul, ‘Bounds of Place and Time’: The Future of Clare’s Past, 25: 7-10 
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POEMS, PLAYS, SETTINGS AND STORIES 
 
Askham, John, To John Clare, 9: 54 
Bedford, William, The Flitting—Poems, 35: 53-8 
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Northamptonshire Poet, 40: 35 
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Tulloch, Jonathan, ‘Country Dancing at Northampton Asylum for private and 

pauper lunatics’, 39: 69 
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Anniversary Shorts: Studies of Ten Poems from Poems Descriptive of Rural Life 

and Scenery (1820) (details under Short Pieces, Notes and Queries), 39: 7-40 
Anniversary Shorts: Studies of The Village Minstrel and Other Poems (1821) 
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Blade, Ronald Blythe, Alan Brownjohn, George E. Dixon, Seamus Heaney, 
Trevor Hold, Lady Victoria Leatham, Richard Mabey, Andrew Motion, 
Simon Rae, Eric Robinson, Edward Storey, Sean Street, E. P. Thompson, 
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Clare and Ecology, 15 
Crossing Borders (edited by Simon Kövesi and Meiko O’Halloran), 22 
Editorial and copyright issues, 19: 5-32; 24: 78-86; 25: 65-77 
Festschrift: Essays in honour of Professor John Goodridge, 34: 7-35 
Interviews: Carry Akroyd, 29: 71-9; David Morley, 32: 49-71; Robert 

Hamberger, 40: 87-96 
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1993 and Beyond, 13, 14 
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Thirty Years of the John Clare Society Journal, 31: 5-22 
 

REVIEW ESSAYS 
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Groom, Nick, In the Field (George Deacon, Dream Not of Love; Gordon Tyrrall, 

A Distance from the Town; Vikki Clayton, Midsummer Cushion), 26: 76-9 
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— Literature and Ecology (Jonathan Bate, The Song of the Earth; James C. 
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Peter Horridge and Ann Surtees (readers), Vikki Clayton and Peter Shaw 
(musicians), John Clare: Words and Music; John Ward (reader), John Clare, 
Going to the Fair), 13: 81-4 
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The Seasons: An Elegy for the Passing of the Year), 35: 77-85 

Landry, Donna, Labouring-Class Poets (John Goodridge, Scott McEathron 
and Kaye Kossick (eds), Nineteenth-Century English Labouring-Class Poets), 
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Pedlar, Valerie, ‘Musical Settings of Clare’, 40: 123-5 
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MacKenna, Clare, a Novel; Sean Street, Honest John), 13: 85-9 
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Clare, The Shepherd’s Calendar, 1827; Eric Robinson, Geoffrey Summerfield 
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20 
 

Baker, Anne Elizabeth, Glossary of Northamptonshire Words and Phrases, 
facsimile edition (Valerie Shepherd), 15: 69-75 
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