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FOREWORD

The 44th annual number of the John Clare Society Journal is the seventeenth edited
by Simon Kovesi, outlasting my own sixteen numbers as editor — for the last eight
of which, in any case, Simon was assistant editor. So his imprint is on 25 years of
the Clare Journal, a very impressive record indeed, and one that continues to
develop. During these years the Journal has blossomed, becoming a leading one-
name periodical in the study of Romanticism, and indeed in the wider fields of
poetry, ecology and regional studies. The Journal has two overlapping tasks.
Funded as it is by John Clare Society members’ subscriptions and Society sales, it
must offer a rich and accessible variety of materials to the members. At the same
time, as the central repository of Clare studies, it must adhere to the highest
standards of academic writing and research, with careful selection and refereeing
of material, and a keen awareness of the changing critical debates around Clare as
well as the issues that continue to resonate in the study of his life and work. It has
managed these two tasks especially well in recent years, a far from easy task,
especially given the swingeing cutbacks in university English and the Humanities
in recent years. Working through the present index annually to add the new
entries, I am always surprised to notice just how much good material, both critical
and creative, has been gathered in over the years. It is also beautifully designed
and illustrated, each annual number delighting one with its presentation just as
much as its content.

In an editorial in the tenth number of the Journal (1991) the then editor, Kelsey
Thornton, felt that we could ‘look back with some pride at the consistency and
level of achievement’ of its first decade. Ten years on in 2001, I noted that Clare
was now ‘more firmly on the literary map’ and that his poetry had ‘increasing
power and significance in our culture.” Again in 2011, the late Greg Crossan felt it
was ‘gratifying to be able to affirm that Clare’s reputation has been enhanced still
further, and that this has been due in large part to the continuing quality of the
Journal’. If both Clare’s reputation and his annual Journal have gained strength and
credibility, this is partly due to a general move towards the recovery of forgotten
or neglected writers, especially those of minority or excluded groups: Clare was of
course of humble origins, and for a long time seen as a minor figure, a ‘local’ or a
‘nature’ poet. With the publication by Oxford University Press, Carcanet and other
presses of virtually all of his voluminous store of writing, in popular as well as
scholarly editions, he is now seen as a major figure, in a central relationship with
Romanticism, and with peers like Keats and Wordsworth, and later writers such
as Edmund Blunden, Seamus Heaney, or Ronald Blythe, as well as many living
writers. His exact eye and precise descriptive work, his unique interaction with the
flora and fauna he so well describes, and his chronicling of the changes in the land
and culture wrought by enclosure, have come to seem central to the concerns and
interests of the Anthropocene era, with all its ecological dangers. It is particularly
significant that Clare offers an interactive, two-way view of nature, especially in



his middle and later work, taking nature as it were on equal terms, where nature
looks at him as much as he looks at it. It is a quality that distinguishes him from so
many of his contemporaries, and earlier and later writers.! It strikes an especially
important note in the modern era, where it is increasingly evident that treating
nature as if it were there simply for our benefit and use, has led to a disastrous
diminishing of the natural world, and where the relinquishing of tight human
control over nature implicit in the ‘wilding” movement has increasingly come to
seem the wise way forward.

The present index serves to catalogue the Journal’s 44 years of content, including
the visual materials that are so important to its character, and which in themselves
represent a rich variety of responses to John Clare. It is a pleasure to offer it to all
lovers of Clare. The Journal itself is free for members of the Society, while back
copies of the journal of five years old and earlier are freely available to all via
Google Books.

John Goodridge
President, The John Clare Society

1 On this topic see further Simon ] White, ‘The Post-Humanist John Clare’, in John Goodridge
and Adam Bridgen (eds), British Working Class and Radical Writing Since 1700 (London:
University of London Press, 2025).
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— On “After Reading in a Letter Proposals for Building a Cottage’, 40: 8-10

Groves, David, A Poem in The Englishman’s Magazine, 7: 51-2
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Hamberger, A Length of Road; Ellis Hall and Bridget Somekh, Love’s Cold
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Worrall, David, Reassessing the ‘Romantic” Scene, 1819-21 (John Gardner,
Poetry and Popular Protest), 33: 87-91

REVIEWS
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reprint (David Powell), 6: 51-2

— Other Clare editions are listed under their editors: Akroyd, Bate, Chilcott, Croft,
Dawson, Deacon, Farley, Grainger, Hold, Kizer, Kneller, Kovesi, Pohrt,
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Dawson, P. M. S., Eric Robinson and David Powell (eds), John Clare, A
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and Germany: Milkmaids on Parnassus (R.K.R. Thornton), 29: 86-8

Kotting, Andrew, By Our Selves [a film and a book] (James Castell), 35: 86-8

Kovesi, Simon, John Clare: Nature, Criticism and History (Scott Hess), 37: 93-97

— (ed.), John Clare, Love Poems (Elizabeth Over), 19: 83-4

— (ed.), John Clare, Flower Poems (Robert Heyes), 21: 83-6
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— Black over Red (Catherine Byron) 26: 93-4

Lack, Andrew, Redbreast: The Robin in Life and Literature (Richard Astle), 29: 91-
4
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Thanks to Bob Heyes, Simon Kovesi and Kelsey Thornton

Images (front): Mower’s family travelling (W. H. Pyne)

(below) Detail of John Clare’s gravestone with ‘midsummer cushions’
made by the children of the John Clare School, Helpston (]G)
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To the memory of many beloved Clare scholars and friends

(c) John Goodridge, 2025
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